
Two bee nests can be seen 

in this picture: bundles of 

sticks (foreground) and a 

wooden bee box (on fence). 
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The Importance of Spring-Flowering Plants 

Spring has arrived in Guelph several weeks earlier than normal this year, with 

crocuses, coltsfoot, and willows blooming when normally there would still be snow on 

the ground.  Despite the earliness, pollinators have been out foraging for pollen and 

nectar as soon as plants started flowering.   

 

Look around your garden and property – do you have any plants in flower right now?  

Are there any that will be blooming over the next few weeks?  These first flowers are 

very important to pollinators: just as you need breakfast as soon as you get up in the 

morning, bees, butterflies, and other pollinators need food as soon as they emerge  

from their over-wintering areas.  Consider planting native trees and shrubs, such as  

maples, serviceberries, dogwoods, and willows, that are early-bloomers. 

 

Plant for Pollinators this Year 

With the warm weather, many people are looking at their gardens and making plans for the 2012 gardening 

year.  Please consider planting for pollinators!  There are a number of resources on the web that can help: 

visit our web-site at www.pollinationguelph.ca for some of our favorites, including plant lists.   

 

Things to consider: 

 native plants are generally better for pollinators than non-native plants 

 plan for a succession of blooms so flowers are available from spring through fall 

 provide undisturbed areas of soil, grass, and dead wood (stems and logs) for nesting 

habitat; consider making bee nests out of hollow or pithy-stemmed plants 

 water is needed by pollinators: consider a bird-bath, pond, plants that catch water in 

their leaves, or even a milk carton with a hole poked in the bottom to allow water to 

drip out (but avoid standing water) 

 avoid pesticides, including “organic” or “home-made” remedies, as these can 

harm pollinators (remember, many insects that are chewing on your plants will 

become pollinators as adults, or are food for pollinators) 

 include host plants, like milkweed, parsley, and asters, for butterflies and moths 

 every little bit helps, from adding a planter on your balcony to planting native trees and shrubs 

along the edge of your lawn to converting your front lawn into a meadow 

 

There are many sources of native plants, such as Seedy Saturday events, The Arboretum at the University 

of Guelph, Waterloo-Wellington Wildflower Society, and native plant society plant sales, native plant 

nurseries, friends and family.  Some garden centers carry native plants too: if you don’t see the plants you 

are looking for there, be sure to ask!  The more requests they get, the more likely they will carry them. 

 

International Pollinator Week, June 18-24, 2012 

International Pollinator Week is always the third week of June, and is a great chance to 

spread the news about the importance of pollination and pollinators.  Why not consider 

holding a pollinator week event at your school, workplace, or community group?  There are 

lots of ideas and resources on the Pollinator Partnership’s pollinator week web-site at 

http://www.pollinator.org/pollinator_week_2012.htm. 

Many willows are now in 

bloom, and are visited by 

early-spring pollinators. 

http://www.pollinationguelph.ca/
http://www.pollinator.org/pollinator_week_2012.htm


Populations of monarchs were down 28% in 2011 as 

compared to 2010, and is well below the 18 year average. 

Graph is from Journey North (www.learner.org/jnorth). 

Pollinator Day in the Garden, Riverside Park East, Guelph, Sunday, June 24, 2012, 1-3pm  

As part of International Pollinator Week, Pollination Guelph will be holding its annual 

Pollinator Day in the Garden on Sunday, June 24, 2012.   It is tentatively scheduled to be 

held at Riverside Park East in Guelph.  Enjoy an afternoon of information and activities 

about pollinators, pollinator-friendly plants, and their habitats. Visit the pollinator-

friendly gardens planted at the park and speak to experts on how you can help 

pollinators. PLUS, make a bee nest, learn how to raise butterflies, see different types of 

pollinators, create some crafts, take home some free pollinator-friendly seeds, and more!  

Visit www.pollinationguelph.ca for more information closer to the event date.   

 

 

 

Urban Bees - Parallels from France to Urban Areas around the World; Guelph Talk, May 17, 2012  

Based in France, UrbanBees (http://www.urbanbees.eu/en) is a program whose main goal  

is the creation of land management practices that favour wild bees that are 

applicable in every urban and semi-urban area of Europe.  Through research, 

demonstration plantings, and out-reach activities, recommendations for the 

maintenance and/or development of pollinator-friendly public green spaces, farm 

land and home gardens are developed and shared.  Visit their web-site for more 

information on their exciting projects, and tips for your own urban properties. 

 

Benard Vaissiere, an internationally recognized pollination researcher from France, has been involved with 

the UrbanBees project.  Pollination Guelph has invited him to give a talk about this project, and how it 

relates to Guelph and other Ontario cities, on Thursday, May 17, 2012 at 7pm.  The presentation will be 

given at a location in Guelph TBD, but mark your calendars now and plan to attend this informative talk. 

  

Monarch Population Decline 

Every December the numbers of monarchs 

overwintering in Mexico are estimated.  While 

numbers vary from year to year, as seen from the 

data collected over the last 18 years, there has 

been a steady decline in the population.  In 2011, 

the population dropped 28% from its 2010 level. 

 

Deforestation of their habitat in Mexico does have 

an impact on their numbers, but perhaps less well-

known is the loss of milkweed plants along their 

migratory route, especially in agricultural areas. 

 

One recent study found a 58% decline in 

milkweed and an 81% decline in monarch egg 

production in agricultural fields of the Midwest.  

Milkweed is considered to be a noxious weed and is 

frequently targeted for removal by farmers.  The use 

of glyphosphate herbicides has increased throughout 

North America. These herbicides kill milkweed and other crop weeds while crops that are genetically 

modified to withstand the effects of the herbicide (“round-up ready”) are unharmed. 

 

While agricultural producers are encouraged to avoid killing milkweed plants, the need for milkweed to be 

planted and protected in areas outside of agricultural fields, such as in gardens, parks, and roadsides, has 

increased.  Read more at http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/spring2012/update032212.html#news. 

A Painted Lady caterpillar 
may be one of the species 

to be seen at our event. 
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Ants are generally not 

pollinators as their body 

secretions render pollen sterile. 

What a pity flowers can utter no sound! – A singing rose, a whispering violet,                      

a murmuring honeysuckle, - Oh, what a rare and exquisite miracle would these be! 

-Henry Ward Beecher 

 

Quote from: Ecological Society of America. 2008. Communicating Ecosystem Services Pollination 

Toolkit Pollination Toolkit: Pollination Quotes and Poetry. Updated June 20, 2008. 

Online at www.esa.org/ecoservices 

Report your monarch or 

milkweed sightings on-line. 

Report Your Sightings of Monarchs and Milkweeds 
With an early spring happening across North America, the monarchs have left Mexico and 

are heading north.  However, there is concern that the milkweed plants may not be ready 

when the monarchs arrive in the area.  Scientists and members of the public are closely 

watching this and would like your help.  Please report any monarch or milkweed sightings 

to http://www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/Gallery.html; visit the site to watch the migration too.  

 

Is that a Pollinator or a Floral Visitor? 

Do you know what the difference between a pollinator and a floral visitor is?  

Pollination is the term related to the transfer of pollen from the male part of a flower 

(anthers) to the female part (stigma).  Pollinators are the animals that move the pollen, whether it is within 

the same flower, to another flower on the same plant, or to another flower on a different plant.  Wind, 

water and gravity facilitate pollination, as these agents help move pollen about, but they are not pollinators.  

Plants are not pollinators; they are the pollinatees, as they receive pollen, and do not transfer it themselves.  

  

Floral visitors are animals that visit flowers.  All kinds of animals visit flowers for food, 

for other resources, for sex, or even to just rest (they've got to stop somewhere), but they 

don't necessarily transfer pollen and thus are not necessarily pollinators.  In some cases, 

especially with bees and flies, they probably are pollinators.  In other cases, the animal 

does not transfer pollen, and thus is not a pollinator.  In still other cases, some of the 

animals do get pollen dusted onto them, and sometimes they then move the pollen, but it 

isn't a common occurrence and they don't count as pollinators (or at best, are 

considered incidental pollinators) (think humans walking past some plants - we may 

move the pollen but they plant is not going to rely on us to do so).   

  

How can you tell if the animal you see is a true pollinator or just a floral visitor?  To be absolutely sure, 

you would need to do further studies to look at the pollen loads they pick up (if they even do pick up 

pollen), how they carry the pollen, how it can be transferred, how much is transferred, how often the 

animal visits that same flower, etc..  In some cases, a bee may visit a flower but not be its pollinator.  Or an 

ant may visit it, but because of a bodily secretion, they render the pollen infertile: thus, they are not good 

pollinators.  But generally, if the animal is getting covered in pollen and is then making contact with the 

stigma of a flower, it is a pollinator. 

 

Ontario Beekeepers' Association Tech-Transfer Workshops – Spring 2012 

The Ontario Beekeepers’ Association Tech-Transfer Team will be holding several 

workshops in Guelph (dates presented here) and other areas of Ontario this spring.  

Introductory Beekeeping will occur on Saturday May 26 (participants of all experience 

levels welcome), Beekeeping & Integrated Pest Management on Sunday May 27 (pre-

requisite: intro beekeeping course or one-season beekeeping experience), and 

Introductory Queen Rearing on Saturday June 9 (pre-requisite: prior beekeeping 

knowledge and experience in maintaining colonies).  The cost is $135/workshop for  

OBA members, $145/workshop for non-members.  For more information or to register,  

visit http://techtransfer.ontariobee.com/index.php?action=display&cat=55&v=69. 

 

 

Please note that this newsletter is intended for anyone interested in keeping up with the work of the Pollination Guelph board and 

volunteers.  For more information, or to be added to our mailing list, contact pollinationguelph@gmail.com. All photos © V. MacPhail. 

A frame from a honeybee 
hive with areas of brood, 

pollen, and honey visible. 
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